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MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Central Mon Area Committee held
at Shire Hall - Monmouth on Wednesday, 21st June, 2017 at 2.00 pm

PRESENT: County Councillor (Chairman)
County Councillor L.Jones (Vice Chairman)

County Councillors: B. Strong, P. Clarke, D. Blakebrough, P. Jones,
R.John, R.Roden, J.Treharne and F. Cotton

Also in attendance:

Councillor F. Cotton
David Farnsworth

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Nicola Perry Senior Democracy Officer
Sharran Lloyd LSB Development Manager
Debbie McCarty Whole Place Manager
APOLOGIES:

Councillors R. Edwards and V. Smith

1. To elect a Chair

We elected County Councillor M. Feakins as Chair of Central Mon Area Committee.

2. To appoint a Vice-Chair

We appointed County Councillor L. Jones as Vice-Chair.

3. Declarations of Interest

4. To receive the minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 18™ January 2017 were confirmed as an accurate record
and were signed by the Chairman.

5. To discuss future venues for Central Mon Area Committee meetings

It was decided that the Committee would hold meetings at various locations around across the
area, aiming to ensure all Wards were covered. A list of venues would be circulated by
Democratic Services.

6. To discuss future work programme

Members discussed ideas for future working and the intentions of the Committee. The Chair
was keen to establish a cohesive forum for local government and public engagement. It was
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suggested that the next agenda should include an opportunity to discuss ideas for cluster
grouping and in the meantime, Members should come forward with proposals for discussion

The Chair agreed to liaise with the Whole Place Manager to discuss alignment between Cluster
groups and Area Committees.

A Member of the public expressed that from a public point of view there was confusion
surrounding public engagement, in terms of Future Monmouthshire, Community Governance
Review, Cluster working. He asked if Area Committees were the preferred vehicle whereby the
Council relates to its communities. In response, the Chair explained that the new Council
intends to create one strategy for engagement across the board.

A Member suggested that attending other area committees, for example, Bryn Y Cwm would be
beneficial in establishing ideas of good practice.

We agreed that an item for the future work programme could be Broadband issues, particularly
in rural wards. County Councillor Sara Jones to be invited to a future meeting, being the
Cabinet Member with this responsibility.

In conclusion, the future meetings of Central Mon Area Committee would include discussion
around the following:

¢ Vision, Role and Responsibility — objectives and strategy.

¢ Broadband issues — Invite County Councillor S. Jones
e Public Transport and School Transport

7. To note the date and time of next meeting as 11th October 2017 at 2.00pm

Members agreed the date of the nest meeting as 11" October 2017, but changed future
meeting times to 10:00am. Venue to be confirmed.

The meeting ended at 3.15 pm
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